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ABSTRACT 
This MA thesis is framed by the advocacy work of the Australian South Sea Islanders 
(Port Jackson). Through grassroots access to local knowledge and Australian South Sea 
Islander oral histories, the research is informed by an adapted First Nations Standpoint 
theory. I draw on memories that link several generational stories from the ninetenth 
century through the twentieth. An ‘inside story’ one of Australia’s best kept secrets, it is 
the first culturally appropriate academic study  by  an  Australian  South Sea Islander 
person that focuses specifically on the Tweed Heads area of northern NSW. Drawing on 
collective community memories, the thesis proposes the phrase ‘Australia’s Melanesian 
region’ in recognition of South Sea Islanders first contact locations which are sites of 
historical cultural importance for the displaced peoples from the islands of Vanuatu, 
the Solomons, and the Torres Strait; and Aboriginal Australians and Australian South 
Sea Islander kinship groups created through intermarriage of our peoples. The naming 
an ‘Australian Melanesian region’ is a deliberate gesture to emphasize that the negative 
impacts of colonialism on SSI Indigenous peoples is not just an Australian story, but part 
of an ongoing catastrophic global history of post-colonial oppression. 
 
The main section of the thesis titled ‘Memory Work’ has three chapters which 
investigate my own memories of the Tweed and integrates them with those of my 
family as part of a multigenerational history. It begins with my autobiography. This is 
followed by a biography of my mother and her activism; and finally the story of the 
Australian South Sea Islander community in northern NSW, particularly in the small 
town of Chinderah of her ancestors. It is intimate histories which rely on recent 
memory that have been pivotal in providing Australian South Sea Islander peoples with 
foundational knowledge and understandings to meaningfully and authentically 
reconnect with our traditional cultures and customary practices. We also develop ways 
to ensure that we can preserve these for future generations. 
 
The  final  section  titled  ‘Memory  Activism’   highlights  the  courageous  leadership   
of generations of South  Sea  Islander  leaders  from  the  Tweed  and  discusses  how  
we have used our past to amplify the voices  of  Australian  South  Sea  Islander  
peoples across time. I argue that it is important to use our past to help strengthen our 




To those that have gone before us, the foundation from which we build. 
 
‘We will never forget you nor your teachings of custom and cultural practice that have 
anchored our determination and continued struggle for identity through Black resilience and 
contribution to the global history of slavery.’ 
 
To the Faculty of Humanities Associate Dean Dr Alan McKee, Dr Alex Munt and especially 
Professor Paula Hamilton, thank you for your patience and support. Professor Hamilton’s 
enthusiasm and genuine interest in promoting the recognition of Australian South Sea 
Islander history and culture has been most appreciated. In particular her encouragement of 
the use of personal narratives of truth telling of colonial oppression that previously have 
gone unaccounted for in mainstream histories of Australian South Sea Islander peoples. 
Thank you for guiding me through the research processes of academia that has allowed me 
to present such stories in ways that have exceeded my expectations. Thank you to 
Professor Larissa Behrendt, for seeing the value in this research and to other UTS cohorts 
and supporters. Also thanks to the Australian South Sea Islanders (Port Jackson) academia 
advisory panel and many volunteers who for over a decade have supported our causes for 
social justice and the building of our Australian South Sea Islanders Port Jackson website, 
which acts as an authentic online Australian South Sea Islander educational resource for 
Australian South Sea Islander shared histories. Tanku tumas Dr Vanessa Lee for your 
academic and cultural mentorship and reassurance. Thanks to the Vanuatu Government’s 
support, in particular the Hon. Ralph Regenvanu for respecting and facilitating the need for 
Australian South Sea Islander sovereignty and reconnection across our homelands and in 
country, also the Gold Coast Tweed Australian South Sea Islander Association, which has for 
over 48 years provided inspirational and sustained leadership, and the Tweed community 
oral historians, thank you for trusting this documentary process and your continued 
support. Many thanks also to Australian South Sea Islander Port Jackson Honorary Patron 
Aunty Shireen Malamoo and respected founding elders: my mother, Ms Nellie Enares, Mrs 
Carriette Pangas (nee Togo) logo design, Dr Bonita Mabo, Mr Graham Mooney, Ms Avis 
Deugara and Mr Victor Corowa, our deadly board, Mr Danny Togo, Ms Melina Fakatava, Mr 
Shola Diop, Ms Binette Diop, Professor Gracelyn Smallwood, Dr Marie Geissler and Ms 
Dianna Robinson. Thanks as well to so many good people from the past that have 
contributed to a collective work in so many ways. The voices of our forebears, my 
grandparents, my uncles and aunties, cousins, my father, all formidable influences in our 
lives … I know you better than ever before. Thanks go to Ms Lilon Bandler and Ms Kaiya 
Aboagye for their shared insight, reassurance and respect, also my children, who continue 
to inspire and support the Australian South Sea Islander self-determination vision for our 
next generations. Lastly, Mrs Faith Bandler, AO, who is yet to be celebrated nationally, and 
we would like to see the commissioning of a commemorative statue for placement in a key 
site associated with our history, recognising her as one of our nation’s most important 
leaders and systemic change makers in the history of social justice for women, First Nations 
and Australian South Sea Islander recognition. 
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